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Central European University

International postgraduate institution located in the heart of Budapest, Hungary

• Focused on Public Policy, involved in SGDs development

• Well-established links to int’l environmental/public policy organizations, 
government agencies

• Global coverage

• accreditations / partnerships with leading Universities and research institutions

• Developed infrastructure and support
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16th in BRICS and emerging economies
91st in the world in social sciences

2nd in the world in terms of international outlook
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• Environmental Sciences, Policy and Management

• Public Policy 

• Legal

• Economics

• Sociology and Social Anthropology 

• International Relations

• Business Management

• …

CEU Departments:
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• Established in 1991

• 1st European program to introduce interdisciplinary cross-sectoral
approach to environmental issues 

• Combines training in science and humanities

• Postgraduate course

• Wide professional network of graduates and partners

• Experience and available infrastructure in outreach, vocational and executive education, 
curricula development

• Numerous international projects (GEO Collaborating Centre, IPCC, FPs, etc)

• Highly international 

CEU Department of Environmental Sciences, Policy and 
Management

INTERDISCPLINARITY!!!
Science-Policy Interface!!!
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ICTs

Environmental Modeling

GIS

Remote sensing

Systems Laboratory

INTERDISCPLINARITY!!!
Science-Policy Interface!!!
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Examples of lab’s projects: 
Calculating Risk and flooding intensity
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Examples of lab’s projects: 
Analysis of Floodplain Urbanization using RS
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Examples of lab’s projects: 
Environmental Security / Hydrological modeling / ArcSWAT
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Examples of lab’s projects: 
Ural River basin : integrated watershed management
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Examples of lab’s projects: 
Food Security Assessment using S2 and L8

Application of satellite technologies in agricultural 
management and monitoring in Eastern Europe:
•crop health monitoring 
•overgrown areas detection
•water content and chlorophyll content assessment
•crop identification
Analysis would allow identifying crop parcels requiring 
farmers’ attention and intervention to secure greater crop 
productivity and greater food security
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Examples of lab’s projects: REININ Project 
Reindeer interactions from plants and birds to humans: balancing the 

odds of climate change
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Examples of lab’s projects

EU FP7 project “Envirogrids”
2011-2014

Russia Segment (Don, Terek basin rivers) of 

EU FP7 project Building Capacity 
for a Black Sea Catchment
Observation and Assessment 
System supporting Sustainable 
Development
EnviroGRIDS is building a data-driven view of 

Black Sea catchment that feeds into models 

and scenarios to explore its past, present and 
future. 
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Examples of lab’s projects

Practical Application of RS in Disaster Risk 

Reduction

This project is exploring obstacles in diffusion and implementation of innovative 

Geospatial and Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in 

community flood risk mitigation, prevention, response, and recovery. The aim is to 

identify existing issues in adoption, adaptation, and application of ICTs for 

community flood resilience and develop recommendations to tackle these 
challenges. 
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Yet not still actively used

Budapest Water Summit
“Water holds the key to sustainable development. We need 
it for health, food security and economic progress,”

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
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` there is still a gap….

practitioners ICTs

Policy Environment

management
Scientific 
evidences
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Access and use of available Societal and Environmental Information

Eye on Education
Eye on Disaster Management 
Eye on Water Security 

Eye on Earth Process (2010-…) to tackle the problem
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EoE Mission: Bridging the gaps

Eye on Earth networks and builds capacity across 
diverse knowledge communities to improve 

decision-making for sustainable development.
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Endorsed by 48 countries
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•The SIs are a voluntary group of experts 

that meet regularly to advance the outcomes 

set for each SI through collaboration, 

networking and implementation of projects

•Multiple SI projects across 6 continents.

•800 individuals from more than 150 

organisations representing multiple sectors 

across society. 

Implementing the Eye on Earth Vision
The Special Initiatives
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Implementing the Eye on Earth Vision
The Special Initiatives
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Established network and community of practice
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EyeOnEarth Summit 2015: 
Data-Driven Decision Making

Eye On Earth Alliance: 

• UN Environment

• WRI

• GEO 

• AGEDI 

• IUCN
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A project with 
• University Network and capacity building
• Modest seed funding
• Sustainable, self-sustaining (potential)
• ongoing partnerships development (state, 

private, academia, society, etc)
• involvement possibilities 
• Transferable 
• …

A flagship EOE project
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Despite overwhelming availability of data, large gap exists between environmental / 
public policy professionals and ICT communities

• Technical capacity to use, understand, and apply these technologies

Decision-makers will greatly benefit from a periodic overview of emerging 
technologies

• ICTs constantly evolving, more data and tools becoming available

ISEPEI offers 
• Workshops, trainings, capacity building and knowledge management

ISEPEI: In Service ICT training for Environmental mid-career Professionals
to secure access to and ability to use Environmental Information

The ISEPEI Project
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• Universities are hubs in promoting ICTs and fostering their timely and efficient 

usage;

• Platform between ICT industries and professional communities;

• Experience in teaching at postgraduate level;

• Sustainability and continuity in activities through establishing university-based 

Resource Centres; 

• Forms of ICT training

• ICT potential for policy/decision makers 

• ICT trainings for environmental professionals

The ISEPEI Project
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• Repository available online for decision-makers to access

• Examples of real-world technological applications 

covering a wide variety of water security issues

• GIS, remote sensing, decision support systems, modeling, 

knowledge management

• Flooding, agriculture, disaster management, humanitarian 

response, urbanization, water supply, drought

• Description of each technology covered in cases

• Ability to add own cases

Training Manual: ICTs for Water Security
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Training Manual: ICTs for Water Security
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http://isepei.org/workshops

ISEPEI Trainings
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UN-CEU Summer Courses on geospatial 
technologies

SCERIN-5
June 20-23, 2017

Target Group: decision-makers and public
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Speakers from leading institutions
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Speakers: EC Joint Research Center
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Speakers: Google
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Hands-on sessions
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Open to all stakeholders
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UN-CEU Summer Courses on geospatial 
technologies

2017 Events

Geospatial Technologies for Sustainable Water Management, in 
cooperation with UNOOSA (Vienna office), July 3-7.

Innovations in Disaster Risk Reduction, in cooperation with 
UNDP Regional Hub (Istanbul), July 24-28.

For details check http://isepei.org
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Let’s bridge the gap together

Contributions to the existing events and ideas for 
new ones are welcome
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THANK YOU
http://ceu.edu

http://isepei.org

lagutov@ceu.edu


